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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 0979 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PBOR, MO, ET, SO, XA 

SUB J : MOROCCAN VIEWS ON THE HORN OF AFRICA 

1 . MOROCCAN MEDIA AND PRIVATE COMMENTARY HAVE BEGUN WITH GREATER 
FREQUENCY TO FOCUS ON THE SITUATION IN THE HORN OF AFRICA. THIS 
COMMENTARY INVARIABLY LAMENTS U.S. "INDECISION" IN THE FACE OF 
WHAT IS UNANIMOUSLY ACCEPTED TO BE THE LATEST EXAMPLE OF SOVIET 
PENETRATION OF THE CONTINENT. CONCERN IS ON THE RISE AMONG 
MOROCCANS OVER HOW MUCH SUPPORT, IF ANY, FORCES OPPOSED TO THE 
SOVIETS ON THE CONTINENT CAN COUNT ON RECEIVING FROM THE U.S. 
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2. BEHIND MOROCCO APPREHENSION OVER THE GEOPOLITICAL 
CONSEQUENCES OF MORE SOVIETS INROADS IN AFRICA ALSO LIE A 
NUMBER OF PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS. FIRST IS INCREASING 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE SOMALI CONFLICT OF SOME OF ITS BEST FRIENDS, 
NOTABLY EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA. (A WESTERN SOMALI LIBERATION 
FRONT DELEGATION, HEADED BY FRONT SECRETARY GENERAL ABDALLAH 
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HASSAN MAHMOUD, IS CURRENTLY VISITING RABAT.) IN ADDITION, 

THE MOROCCANS FIND AN IDEOLOGICAL AFFINITY WITH THEIR SAHARA 
STANCE IN THE SOMALI RATIONALE OF REESTABLISHING "TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY." THIS GOES BACK TO THE 1964 CAIRO OAU SUMMIT, WHEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES POSED RESERVATIONS ON THE OAU "MAINTANCE OF 
COLONIAL FRONTIERS" RESOLUTION. (THIS PRINCIPLE IS CONTRADICTED, 

OF COURSE, IN THE ERITEREAN SITUATION, WHICH EXPLAINS A CERTAIN 
MOROCCAN RETICENCE ON THAT QUESTION DESPITE PRESSURES ON 
MOROCCO FOR MORE ACTIVE SUPPORT FOR THE ERITREAN REBELS FROM 
SUCH QUARTERS AS TUNISIA AND SUDAN. AS THE SITUATION POLARIZES, 
HOWEVER, THERE MAY BE AN INCREASING TENDENCY FOR THE GOM TO 
SUPPORT THE ERITREANS.) 

3. SEMI-OFFICIAL MAROC-SOIR EDITORIAL FEBRUARY 14 ATTEMPTED 
TO BRIDGE THE CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THE SAHARA AND OGADEN” 
ERITREA EUQATION BY CLAIMING THAT THE "WILL OF THE POPULATIONS" 

OF EACH TERRITORY WAS EXPRESSING ITSELF. PIECE ALSO SPOKE OF 
THE "SHIRKING OF RESPONSIBILITIES'"'. THE BYZANTINE ATTITUDE OF 
THOSE WHO CLAIM TO BE DEFENDERS OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND HESTITATE 
OVER WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT." A CABINET MEMBER RECENTLY 
UPBRAIDED EMBOFF IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION OVER THE U.S.'S 
"FAILURE" TO ACT AGAINST SOVIET AGGRESSION IN THE HORN. HE 
GRANTED THAT SOMALI "AGGRESSION" MIGHT BE A LEGITIMATE 
DETERRENT TO OUR SUPPORT OF SOMALI FOR THE MOMENT, BUT 
PROFESSED TO FAIL TO UNDERSTAND WHY WE DID NOT RECOGNIZE - 
AND ACT ON - THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF ERITREA TO THE ARAB 
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WORLD. 

4. THE GOM, AS IN THE PAST, WILL NEVERTHELESS CONTINUE TO KEEP 
ITS LINES OPEN TO THOSE IT SEES A MISCHIEF-MAKERS AS AN INSURANCE 
POLICY. ITS RECENT DECISION TO MOVE TOWARD AN EVENTUAL AGREEMENT 
ON THE IMPORTANT MESKALA PHOSPHATE PROJECT WITH THE SOVIETS IS 
ONE EXAMPLE OF THIS STRATEGY, AS IS ITS ATTITUDE TOWARD THE 
CUBANS. RESPONSIBLE FONOFF OFFICIAL TOLD EMBOFF FEBRUARY 14 
THAT A NEW CUBAN AMBASSADOR WAS DUE SOON AND THAT THE GOM 
WOULD RECEIVE HIM DESPITE THE CUBANS' WORRISOME ACTIVITIES 

ON THE CONTINENT IN THE HOPE OF KEEPING THE CUBANS IN LINE ON 
THE SAHARA DISPUTE. MEANWHILE, OFFICIAL GOM COMMENTARY HAS 
BEEN CIRCUMSPECT IN REFERENCES TO OGADEN, AVOIDING SO 
FAR ANY EXPLICIT REFERENCE TO SOVIET/CUBAN ACTIVITIES. 

ANDERSON 
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